POPULAR TALES

and who would supply him with wit and gaiety, in which he
was naturally rather deficient.

On my first visit, I perceived that his son had boasted of
me as one of the best companions in the world ; and I deter-
mined to support the character that had been given of me;
I told two or three good stories, and sang two or three good
songs. The company were charmed with me; old Mr.
Hudson was particularly delighted; he gave me a pressing
general invitation to his house, and most of the principal
guests followed his example. I was not a little elated with
this success. Mr. Croft was with me at this entertainment;
and I own I was peculiarly gratified by feeling that I at once
became conspicuous by my talents, in a company where he
was apparently of no consequence, notwithstanding all his
wealth and prudence.

As we went home together, he said to me very gravely, * I
would not advise you, Mr. Basil Lowe, to accept of all these
invitations, nor to connect yourself intimately with young-
Hudson. The society at Mr. Hudson's is very well for those
who have made a fortune, and want to spend it; but for those
who have a fortune to make, in my opinion, it is not only useless
but dangerous.'

I was in no humour, at this moment, to profit by this sober
advice; especially as I fancied it might be dictated, in some
degree, by envy of my superior talents and accomplishments.
My wife, however, supported his advice by many excellent and
kind arguments. She observed that these people, who invited
me to their houses as a good companion, followed merely their
own pleasure, and would never be of any real advantage to
me; that Mr. Croft, on the contrary, showed, from the first
hour when I applied to him, a desire to serve me; that he
had pointed out the means of establishing myself; and that,
in the advice he gave me, he could be actuated only by a wish
to be of use to me; that it was more reasonable to suspect
him of despising than of envying talents which were not
directed to the grand object of gaining money.

Good sense, from the lips of a woman whom a man loves,
has a mighty effect upon his understanding, especially if he
sincerely believe that the woman has no desire to rule. This
was rny singular case. I promised Lucy I would refuse all
invitations for the ensuing fortnight, and devote myself to what
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